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CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PINS PARM 

SUB J : GENEVA PROTOCOL OF 1925 

REF: STATE 34014 

1 . GPNG HAS INFORMED EMBASSY IN NOTE DATED 25 FEBRUARY 1977 
RE GENEVA PROTOCOL OF 1925 THAT PROTOCOL APPLIED TO PNG AT 
INDEPENDENCE SUBJECT TO RESERVATION THAT PNG WOULD BE BOUND 
ONLY TOWARDS THOSE POWERS AND STATES WHICH SIGNED AND RATIFIED 
OR ACCEDED TO THE PROTOCOL AND WOULD CEASE TO BE BOUND TOWARDS 
ANY POWER AT ENMITY WITH PNG WHOSE ARMED FORCES OR 

THE ARMED FORCES OF WHOSE ALLIES DID NOT RESPECT THE PROTOCOL. 
DFAT NOTES THAT THE TREATY IS ONE TO WHICH PAPUA NEW GUINEA'S 
TREATY SUCCESSION DECLARATION APPLIES AND A STATEMENT OF 
INTENT REGARDING PNG ADHERENCE WILL BE MADE IN DUE COURSE. 

2. COMMENT: GPNG IS IN MIDST OF REVIEW EXERCISE OF ALL OUT- 
STANDING TREATIES TO WHICH IT WES A PARTY AT INDEPENDENCE 
(SEPT 15,1975), DUE TO PREVIOUS AUSTRALIAN ACTION. WE 
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SUSPECT THIS PROCEDURE WILL BE A LONG AND DRAWN OUT ONE AND 
WILL NOT HAVE IMMEDIATE RESULTS. 

OLMSTED 
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